
St. Patrick's Day In Ireland!     
Sunday, March 15, 2020; 2 pm   

PROGRAM

We expect you to ‘raise the roof’ tonight and join in the fun! 
This is your night!
Music, song and dance to include dance-offs, musical 
fireworks and songs… the familiar sing-alongs including

Whiskey in the Jar (Irish traditional)
Wild Rover (Drinking song)
I’ll Tell me Ma! (Children’s song)
Parting Glass (18C. Always sung at the end of a gathering 
of friends)

AND THAT’S ONLY THE BEGINNING OF THE FUN!

Bodhrán: The bodhrán takes its name from the Irish word 
bodhar which means deafening. It is a frame drum which 
stretches back to the 14th century. The bodhrán was used 
as a work implement for many years and it was used 
particularly in the mumming traditions of Kerry and Cork, 
to chase out the wren on the 26th of December (lá an dreoilín). 
The bodhrán has changed in the last century from a primitive 
frame drum played with the hand, to a very complicated tonal 
and rhythmic percussive instrument. It was first popularized 
by the group Ceoltóirí Chualann, under the leadership of 
Seán Ó Riada.

An Irish Gathering of musicians/singers/dancers: A musical 
night was, for generations, the highlight of Irish social life: 
music, song, dance, storytelling, good conversation and 
merriment flowing freely. Musical nights were a community 
event and a great excuse for a gathering! We continue this 
unbroken tradition of merrymaking — any excuse is a good 
reason to drop everything, take to the dance floor, pick up 
your instruments, prepare to give a song, sharpen your ears 
for hilarious storytelling or a serious poem, and off we go 
—unbridled fun!  

Uilleann Pipes: The uilleann pipes are a cousin of the more 
common Scottish great highland bagpipes.  They took on 
their current form during the second half of the 18th century 
and sparked a golden age of pipe making and playing which 
lasted in Ireland until the Great Famine.  After nearly being 
completely forgotten, the uilleann pipes are now enjoying 
a revival which has been sparked by the great efforts of 
hundreds of folk musicians since the early 1960s.  Uilleann 
pipes differ from most other forms of bagpipes in that 
they have a range of two fully chromatic octaves, are able 
to achieve both staccato and legato phrasing, as well as 
providing chordal and rhythmic accompaniment to itself via 
the regulators.

Kerry Irish Productions Inc. is an Irish owned production company based in Los Angeles. The 
company promotes and celebrates Irish culture and its rich traditions through the medium of 
music, song and dance. The company’s Irish productions are presented in Performing Arts Centers 
throughout the United States

St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland! delivers a night of ‘rip-roaring music, song and dance…a great Irish night’ 
(Irish News & Entertainment). This treat for the whole family features champion dancer Connor 
Reider, (The Chieftains; Celtic Fyre, Celtic Wings, An Irish Christmas), the McKeever School of Irish 
Dance, The Kerry Traditional Band with fiddles, uileann pipes, bodhrán, guitar and flutes roaring 

through the theatre! Together, they will transport you to the Emerald Isle and you’ll leave the theatre with a jig in your step! A perfect 
St. Patrick’s Day celebration for the whole family! 

"The epitome of family entertainment, togetherness and Irish life!" — Irish Arts and Entertainment

A special thank you to the Kerry Irish Productions team of artists and crew members! Thank you all for your hard and detailed work. 
We would also like to thank the theater staff and theater crew members. It is a pleasure working with you.

“….. rip-roaring music, song, and dance....A Great Irish Night!” (Irish News and Entertainment)

ST. PATRICK’S DAY IN IRELAND!
© Kerry Irish Productions Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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ARTISTS

CHRISTA BURCH (singer and 
bodhrán player). Christa first 
fell in love with Celtic music in 
the spring of 1988, when a friend 
handed her a home-made tape 
which featured Scottish band Silly 
Wizard down one side and Irish 
band Skylark down the other. As 

they say in fiction: "there was no looking back." This love led 
her to extensive travel through Scotland and Ireland in the 
late '90s. In pubs and homes, festivals and folk clubs, Christa 
found a community of like-minded singers and musos, and 
discovered that Celtic music truly defines the "small world" 
ethos: nearly everyone she met knew someone she knew 
back home! In her travels, Christa collected a wide repertoire 
of songs, and gradually developed her own sound. After the 
turn of the millennium, hungry for challenge, she began 
performing. Her debut CD Love of the Land has gathered 
glowing reviews! “This is a full-voiced, confident woman at 
the heights of her powers.” — Irish American News. This is 
Christa’s second tour with St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland!

COLIN COTTER (Guitar, Vocals). 
Colin is a multi-instrumentalist 
who began fiddling at the age 
of four as a continuation of his 
family's tradition in Finnish fiddle 
music. A few years into his life as 
a fiddler, he dove into the world 
of Scottish and Irish fiddle music, 

never looking back. In addition to being a fine fiddler, he 
is a self-taught guitarist, mixing influences from around 
the world to craft a unique rhythmic style that he brings 
to collaborations with artists from across the musical 
spectrum. Colin has toured internationally as a bandleader, 
guitarist, fiddler, and singer-songwriter in groups such as 
MAC (featuring Ryan McKasson on fiddle) and A Thousand 
Years at Sea, and in collaboration with Adrianna Ciccone 
(2015 Canadian Folk Music Awards Solo Instrumentalist of 
the Year), Zach Brock (Snarky Puppy), Sumaia Jackson, Mari 
Black, Neil Pearlman, Galen Fraser, and more. In addition 
to touring, Colin is a regular faculty member at Alasdair 
Fraser's Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling School and 
the Mike Block String Camp. In 2019, Colin toured with An 
Irish Christmas! This is his second tour with St. Patrick’s 
Day in Ireland!.

P R E S T O N  H O W A R D -W I L D E 
(Uilleann pipes). Preston grew up 
in Northern California where he 
first heard Irish traditional music 
in the form of a Finbar Furey 
record belonging to his father. This 
recording sparked Preston’s deep 
interest in the uilleann pipes. After 

several years playing whistle, flute, and Scottish bagpipes 
as a child, Preston began learning the uilleann pipes at age 
17 with the help of Dingle piper Con Durham and Manchester 
piper Michael McGoldrick, as well as the Pub Scouts, the 
local Irish music collective in Chico, CA.  In 2009, Preston 
moved to Portland, Oregon where he has frequently played 
at regional céilí, sean-nós Northwest workshops and events, 
local sessions, and various performances.  Preston has 
performed with Ensemble Galilei, Cake, An Irish Christmas, 
Alasdair Fraser, Kevin Burke, and many others. This is his 
second tour with St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland!  Preston is a busy 
teacher and   teaches throughout the US, at Lark Camp, West 
Coast tionóls, and through Skype.

RYAN MCKASSON (Fiddle). “The 
bow drives across the strings, thick 
and throaty, creating a pulsing 
sound that feels more of muscle 
than tendon...a compositional 
sophistication that is cinematic, 
transporting, and tantalizingly 
modern,” wrote The Boston Globe. 

Ryan McKasson has gained a reputation as a performer, 
composer, collaborator, and teacher. In 1996, he was the 
youngest to win the National Scottish Fiddle Championship. 
In 1997, he was awarded a Merit Scholarship for Viola 
Performance from the University of Southern California. 
During his studies at USC he co-founded the Southern 
California based contra dance band, Syncopaths with Jeff 
Spero and Christa Burch, and later joined by Ashley Broder. 
They have released two albums together, Rough Around 
The Edges (2005) and Five Gears (2010). After his studies at 
USC, Ryan co-founded The McKassons, with his sister, Cali 
McKasson and wife, Brooke McKasson, and her brother, 
Matt Jerrell. The McKassons released two albums: Tall Tales 
(2004) and Tripping Maggie (2006). Ryan has also been a 
member of a baroque/celtic/fusion combo, Ensemble Galilei. 
He helped co-write First Person: Seeing America, a muli-
media stage production that was a collaboration between 
Ensemble Galilei and The Metropolitan Museum of Art.  He 
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THE MCKEEVER SCHOOL OF IRISH 
DANCE.  Founded in October of 2013, 
The McKeever School of Irish Dance 
has its home at the Prestigious E. 
Claire Raley Performing Arts Studios 
or CLARA Midtown in Sacramento, 
California. The school is owned and 
operated by Nicole McKeever TCRG 

a professional Irish Dancer with Riverdance and Ragus. The 
school offers certified and vetted classes for Beginners 
through Champions, Children and Adults. Their mission is to 
preserve and pass on the Art of traditional Irish Step dance 
allowing their students to train as both athletes and artists.

Kerry Irish Productions 2020
Contact:
Margaret O’Carroll, President,
info@kerryrecords.com
818-221-8113

St. Patrick's Day In Ireland    continued

also recorded with Ensemble Galilei on A Change of Worlds 
(2012), and Surrounded by Angels: A Christmas Celebration 
With Ensemble Galilei (2013), From Whence We Came (2015), 
and Flowers Of The Forest (2018). In 2016, Ryan began playing 
with guitarist and singer Eric McDonald. They recorded 
Harbour in 2017 and were joined by Jeremiah McLane for 
that album. In 2019 Ryan, Eric and Jeremiah founded a 
trio together. They are currently working on a new album 
together that will be coming out in summer 2020. Ryan has 
also recorded with Hanneke Cassel on her albums Silver 
(2006), For Reasons Unseen (2009), and Dot The Dragon’s Eye 
(2013), and also with Alasdair Fraser and Natalie Haas on 
their album Highlander’s Farewell (2011). He collaborated 
with Isaac Alderson, Jackie Moran, and Jesse Langon on an 
album of Irish music called Hole In The Hedge (2017). Ryan has 
taught at fiddle camps around the US and New Zealand, most 
notably: Boston Harbor Scottish Fiddling School, Southern 
Hemisphere International School of Scottish Fiddle, Valley 
of the Moon Scottish Fiddling School, Festival of American 
Fiddle Tunes, Rocky Mountain Fiddle Camp, Swannanoa 
Gathering, and Lark In The Morning. This is Ryan’s second 
tour with St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland!
 

CONNOR REIDER (Principal Dancer).  
For 14 years Connor danced under 
the direction of the late Ann Richens 
and John Timm, competing at local, 
regional, national and world levels. In 
his final year of competitive dancing he 
placed in the top 5 in Mid-America, top 
10 in North America and top 20 in the 

World Championships. Connor graduated from the University 
of Notre Dame in 2014. He has performed with the Chieftains 
and in 2015 with Celtic Fyre at Busch Gardens Williamsburg. 
Connor joined An Irish Christmas! National Tour in 2015 and 
returned for An Irish Christmas! 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 
tours. In March 2017, Connor became principal dancer for the 
new Kerry Irish Productions Concert Tour: St. Patrick’s Day 
in Ireland!, He also served as principal dancer in Kerry Irish 
Productions new production Celtic Wings. Connor is currently 
based out of Manhattan and is honored to be a part of this 
year’s show. “Performing brings me such joy because I get to 
share my passion with others both on stage and with those 
in the audience. I am very honored and excited to return to 
St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland 2020."
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